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Seven years have elapsedDear ECCO friends and readers,This is the last issue of the Journal of Crohn's and Colitis
edited in this Editorial Office. In this short editorial
comment we want to, first, thank you for all the confidence,
help, support and ideas given to the Editorial Office during
the first seven years of life of the JCC and second, to inform
you about some of the data related to the evolution of the
ECCO's scientific journal.
Although time is an objective measure, we feel that
these years have elapsed very quickly, probably because
many good events have continuously taken place both in JCC
and ECCO.
JCC is a young journal. It was born when the second
ECCO congress (the first in the current format) was
organized in Innsbruck. Both events produced some uncer-
tainty to the members of the Governing Board and those
of the scientific and educational Committees of ECCO at
that time, especially the decision of launching an official
scientific ECCO journal. Many members of them were not
convinced that there was room for a journal devoted to IBD
in Europe. However, we can say that, after the decision was
taken, all those who did not see its need, contributed to
its success as much as those who supported launching the
journal from the very first day. JCC has been a scientific
and editorial success because it has been fully integrated
within the scientific and educational activities of ECCO.
Therefore, JCC has followed the success of ECCO as a
scientific society.
We cannot resist giving you some figures. JCC started
very modestly in 2007, just publishing four issues per
year and progressively, due to the rapid rise in sub-
missions and the increasing pressures of the editorial
backlog, overtaking the Editor and publisher expectations.1873-9946 © 2013 The Authors. Published by Elsevier B.V. on behalf of
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Open access under CC BY-NC-ND license.Now, in 2013, JCC publishes 12 issues per year, a target
that had to be reached in 2015. The rate of increase in
submissions has ninefold increased (from 69 in 2008 to 647
in 2013).
An important and relevant aspect for all authors and
editors is the impact factor of the journal. JCC started from
0 (2007); six years later, in 2012, the impact factor has risen
to 3.385. This, with all modesty, has to be recognized as a
real success.
JCC is increasingly cited and appears in all international
meetings as a reference at the bottom of slides. After only
six years, the Journal of Crohn's and Colitis ranks 20th out of
74 gastroenterology and hepatology journals (it is first in the
ranking of the 2nd quartile). The current acceptance rate for
all manuscripts with a final decision is 32%, which for a young
journal represents a sign of high quality and scientific rigour.
The acceptance rate for original articles is 25% and for
reviews is 24%.
Indeed, it is worth noting that JCC has become a real
international journal, since submissions come, literally,
from all over the world. This, of course has generated
more work for all reviewers, which has not generated any
type of problem because of their very diligent, honest and
generous contribution. Thanks very much to all of them.
All these data, of which the Editorial Office is very proud,
are mainly a consequence of two facts: First, the great
interest that all ECCO members have taken in this journal,
submitting scientific material of great quality. This fact, we
are sure, has been the cause for attracting the submission of
good papers from all continents.
Second, it has been a wise decision of the successive ECCO
Governing Boards to continue with the idea, first suggested by
Eduard Stange, of publishing the ECCO guidelines. The series
of new and updated guidelines are used everywhere in the
world and are highly cited in the IBD literature.
Third, the work and suggestions of the Associate Editors
and Section Editors and Editorial Board during these seven
years have been crucial to achieving the above-mentioned
results.
Last, but not least, we want to thank all the different
Governing Boards and ECCO Committees. We would like
to personalize our gratitude through the different ECCOEuropean Crohn's and Colitis Organisation.
19 December 2013
90 EditorialPresidents, Renzo Caprilli (founder, together with Geert
D'Haens, of ECCO), Jean Fred Colombel, Daan Hommes and
Simon Travis. Without the confidence they have given to us
during all these years, JCC would had not grown to such a
level.
We also want to thank Elsevier, the publishing company,
which has supported the idea of JCC since the very early
days and had put a great effort to produce a high quality
journal.
Now our task is over. It is time for a change, a time for a
better JCC. The Governing Board very wisely has chosen
Prof. Laurence Egan as the new Editor in Chief. We assure
you that Prof. Egan is full of ideas and has great skills and
capabilities for improving our journal and placing it among
those of the first decile. We ask you to support him, at least,
as much as you have supported us; if you do so, he and his
team will take JCC to the top of G-I journals.Again thanks to all for being with us through one of the
nicest experiences in our professional lives.
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